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1. DEPARTMENT HAS NO READILY AVAILABLE INEORMATION ON 
EEEECTIVE COSTS OE OBTAINING PASSPORTS IN OTHER MAJOR 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES. PERHAPS EMBASSY PARIS COULD 
VERILY WHETHER ERANCE HAS, AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, APPLIED 
STAMP TAX SIMILAR TO THAT DESCRIBED REETEL TO ISSUANCE 
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OE PASSPORTS. 

2. ANY ACTION BY GOJ TO EXTEND STAMP TAX TO PASSPORTS, 

ESPECIALLY AT LEVEL REPORTED REETEL, WOULD INEVITABLY BE 
VIEWED BY REST OE WORLD AS MEASURE DESIGNED TO DISCOURAGE 
OVERSEAS TRAVEL. SUCH A MEASURE WOULD BE INCONSISTENT 
WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE OECD CODE OE LIBERALIZATION OE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CURRENT INVISIBLE TRANSACTIONS AND DECISIONS TAKEN IN 
TOURISM COMMITTEE. ANY TYPE OF TAX UPON FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
TRANSACTIONS EOR TRAVEL/TOURISM ABROAD WOULD CLEARLY FALL 
WITHIN SCOPE OF CODE. 

3. LATEST OECD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK (RELEASED DECEMBER 29) 
STRESSES RESPONSIBILITY WHICH THREE ECONOMICALLY LARGEST 
AND STRONGEST OECD MEMBERS - THE US, GERMANY AND JAPAN - 

HAVE IN MAINTAINING THE MEDIUM-TERM RECOVERY PATH WHICH 
OECD GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AGREED LAST JUNE WOULD BE 
DESIRABLE. ADOPTION BY ECONOMICALLY STRONG COUNTRY SUCH 
AS JAPAN OP MEASURES WHICH COULD IMPAIR THE BALANCE 
OP PAYMENTS ADJUSTMENT PROCESS WOULD NOT BE CONSISTENT 
WITH JAPAN'S ROLE AMONG DEVELOPED ECONOMIES. 

4. SHOULD GOJ ADOPT PASSPORT STAMP TAX OR SIMILAR 
MEASURE WHICH WOULD APPECT OVERSEAS TRAVEL, ONE OR 
MORE OECD MEMBERS, INCLUDING THE US, COULD BE EXPECTED 
TO RAISE THE MATTER IN AN APPROPRIATE OECD BODY. 

5. EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK APPROPRIATE OCCASION TO CONVEY 
ABOVE VIEWS TO APPROPRIATE GOJ REPS. 


KISSINGER 
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